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of court procedure and the practice of drawing papers properly 
and skilfully, and the importance of these subjects amply justi- 
fies careful attention to a work devoted wholly to their elucida- 
tion and methodical treatment. E. H. B. 



Law of Private Corporations: A Summary. By Leslie 

J. Tompkins. Pp. xxxi-f 264. New York : Baker, Voorhis 

& Co. 1904. 

This book might be termed not inappropriately a " Digest of 
a Digest," so comprehensive is its subject and so condensed is 
the treatment here given. It is not primarily for the student, for 
it would mislead him if he failed to refer to the cases cited. 
For example, Section 202, under the heading " Gifts Mortis 
Causa" (in respect of shares of stock), says: " Mere delivery 
of the certificate of shares with intention to donate, without any 
indorsement on the back, will constitute a valid gift mortis 
causa; so, too, the delivery of the keys of the depository of the 
stock is sufficient, or the delivery of the depository itself." 

For the most part the language used is taken from the de- 
cisions cited; indeed in toto the work of the author has been 
twofold, to select extracts illustrating his thought, and to make 
a thoughtful arrangement of these selections. 

We are unable to think out its reason for being. 

E. H. B. 



An Exposition of the Constitution of the United States. 

By Henry Flanders. Fifth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 

Pp. xii + 326. Philadelphia : T. & J. W. Johnson & Co., 

1904. 

Mr. Flanders's little book on the U. S. Constitution is too 
widely known and used to need additional commendation now. 
Its circulation bespeaks its merits. Such a book will always be 
in demand — one in which essentials are the body of the work, 
and one in which elaboration is sacrificed for facts. An accu- 
rate knowledge of the theory and practical character of the 
Federal Constitution should be part of that knowledge which 
is the working capital of every citizen, and just such a book as 
this is offered to be every citizen's book. It is clear, accurate, 
to the point, and noticeably concise. In its preparation the 
author has done the following : ( 1 ) set forth the reasons upon 
which each clause of the constitution rests ; (2) shown " the 
interpretation that has been given to these clauses by the 
authoritative exposition of the courts (and so far as practicable, 
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in the precise language of the courts), or by the well-estab- 
lished practice of the government." 

It is a matter of mystery why such a helpful little addition 
as a table of cases and statutes fails to appear in this fifth 
edition. 

Several changes are to be noted: under the chapter on the 
" Powers of Congress" a paragraph has been necessarily added 
on the " Income Tax" of 1894 ; a very clear digest of the recent 
decisions dealing with " Taxation as Respects Acquired Prop- 
erty" is also a new addition ; likewise two paragraphs concern- 
ing " Monopolies" and " Restraint of Trade," which, however, 
really add nothing more than references to the Act of July 2, 
1890, and the " Establishment of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission," with a brief note on the Northern Securities 
Case; a paragraph headed " Injunction," made necessary by 
the case of In re Debs; three paragraphs concerning the crea- 
tion of the Circuit Court of Appeals in 1891, "Appeals or 
Writs of Error to the Supreme Court," and the same to the 
Circuit Court of Appeals ; and a few changes and rearrange- 
ments which were imperative on account of the great hiatus 
between this and the last edition, which was published nearly 
twenty years ago. 

It is said that the book will be used as the text-book for 
instruction at the West Point Military Academy, and in the 
schools for officers throughout the United States. That fact 
is a well-deserved sign of appreciation. E. H. B. 



NOTES ON RECENT LEADING ARTICLES IN LEGAL PERI- 
ODICALS. 

Albany Law Journal. — August. 

The Negro before the Supreme Court. Frank B. Dake. The cases 
which make up "a national jurisprudence relating to the negro" are 
here collected and intelligently reported and commented upon. The 
general summing up is most fairly done, and the article is one of great 
value as bringing together the scattered decisions upon an important 
subject and showing that through them all " one increasing purpose 
runs," though that purpose be rather sub-conscious than conscious. 

American Lawyer. — August. 

The Civil Code of Louisiana as a Democratic Institution. Hon. Chas. 
E. Fenner. A most enthusiastic eulogy of the Civil Code, not only of 
Louisiana, but of the Code Napoleon. Judge Fenner sees no fault or 
flaw in the Code or in its operation : he believes that if all the states 
of the Union had adopted its provisions the country would now be at 
least comparatively free from " some of the greatest perils which now 
menace its existence;" he also claims that it is the most purely demo- 
cratic system of law under which any people has ever lived. Some- 



